CLAIMS 


What is claimed is: 

1. A percutaneously insertable intfa-aortic balloon catheter 
comprising a catheter tube, a balloon membrane, a tip, and a 
gas lumen insert, said catheter tfube comprising a gas lumen 
disposed within an outer surf ac^of the catheter tube, a 
proximal end of the balloon menprane is connected to a distal 
end of the catheter tube, a distal end of the balloon membrane 
is connected to the tip, the/gas lumen insert comprising a 
removable elongate body at ]/east partially disposed within the 
gas lumen. 

2. A percutaneously insertable intra-aortic balloon catheter 
comprisirkj a catheter tube, a balloon membrane, a tip, and a 
gas lumen\ insert , said catheter tube comprising an inner lumen 
and a gas uumen disposed within an outer surface of the 
catheter tube, a proximal end of the balloon membrane is 
connected fe^Ta aistal end of the catheter tube,, a distal end 
of the balloon/membrane is connected to the tip, the gas lumen 
insert comprising a removable elongate body at least partially 
disposed wi^thm th^gais-^sumen. 

3/ A percut^jiemisly insertable intra-aortic balloon catheter 

comprising a catheter tiabe,- a balloon membrane, a tip, and a 

s lumen inserti, said/ catheter tube comprising an inner tube 

rtion, defining an/inner lumen,- and an outer tube portion, 

defining a gas lu|men, a distal portion of said inner tube 

V / 

portion extending Vbeyond a distal end of the outer tube 
portion and being connected to a distal end of the balloon 


membrane and to x th^ tip, the gas lumen insert comprising a 
removable 
^jsjas lumen 


removable elongate Ibody at least partially disposed within the 


-aortic balloon catheter 
oon membrane, an inner tube, 


k . A percutaneously l insertable intra 
/comprising a catheter tube,/ a balloo 

(. ... _ . ,„ _ .... .„,„„ „ „„„., 
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an inner tube portion and an outey tube portion defining a gas 
lumen, said inner tube being at lpast partially disposed 
within the inner tube portion anfl extending beyond a distal 
end of the outer tube portion and being connected to a distal 
end of the balloon membrane and to the tip, the gas lumen 
insert comprising a removable ^longate body at least partially 
disposed within the gas lume| 

(5^ A percutaneously insertable intra-aortic balloon catheter 
comprising an outer tube, an i nner tube, a balloon membrane , a 
tip, and a gas lumen insert, said inner J:ube being disposed 
within the o\\t&£tAjhe t a distal portion of said inner tube 
extending hgrylond a /distal end of the outer tube and being 
connectegr to p distaT^rrci of the balloon membrane and the tip, 
the gasf lumenl insert cgfmprising a removable elongate body at 
least partially disposed within the gas^ lumen. 
\^T] The intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 1- or 
2 or 3 or 4. oq 5 wherein the gas lumen insert is at least 

■icant . 

>^7)l The intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 1 or 
2 or 3 or 4 , or 5 further Comprising a coil and a connector, 
said connector being connected to a proximal end of the 
catheter and having a gas lumen port and an inner lumen port, 
said gas lumen port communicating with said gas lumen and said 
inner lumen port communicating with said inner lumen, said gas 
lumen port being connected to a distal end of an 
extracorporeal tube, the gas lumen insert passing through said 
gas lumen port and said extracoporeal tubing, said coil being 
disposed in the extracorporeal tubing between an inner surface 
of the extracorporeal tubing and an outer surface of the gas 
lumen insert . 

<^jT) The intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim l or 
2 or 3 or 4\or 5 further comprising a coil and a connector, 
said connector being connected to a proximal end of the 
catheter and havixig a gas lumen port and an inner lumen port, 
said gas lumen port\communi eating with said gas lumen and said 
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inner lumen port communicating with said inner lumen, said gas 
lumen port beirra connected to a distal end of an 
extracorporeal t\ibe, the gas lumen insert passing through said 
gas lumen port ancl said extracoporeal tubing, said coil being 
disposed in the extracorporeal tubing between an inner surface 
of the extracorporeal tubing and an outer surface of the gas 
lumen insert, said gks lumen insert terminating in a one-way 
valve, said extracorporeal tubing terminating in a connector 
for connection to said lone -way valve. 

^ 9. ihe intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 3 
whei^ein the distal portion of the inner- tube . portion is made 
fronAa different material than the portion of the inner tube 
portion disposed within an outer surface of the catheter. 

.J 10. Thk intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 3 
whereim the distal portion of the inner tube portion is made 
from a different material than the portion of the inner tube 
portion disposed within an outer surface of the catheter, and 
wherein t\e distal portion of the inner tube portion and a 
distal end\of the catheter are connected at a joint, the gas 
lumen insert extends beyond the distal end of the outer tube 
portion andvpverlaps the joint. 

\ 11. The intrja-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 5 
wherein the HLLstal portion of the inner- tube is made from a 
different- material than the portion of the inner tube disposed 
within an outer surface of the catheter. 

\ 12. The intra-kortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 5 
wherein the distal portion of the inner tube is made from a 
different material than the portion of the inner tube disposed 
within an outer ^urf ace of the catheter, and wherein the 
distal portion ofl the inner tube and a distal end of the 
catheter are connected at a joint, the gas lumen insert 
extends beyond tha distal end of the outer tube and overlaps 
the joint. 

13. A percutaneously insertable intra-aortic balloon catheter 
comprising a catheter tube, a balloon membrane, an inner lumen 
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extension tube, a tip, a connector, a coil, an extracorporeal 
tube, and a gas lumen insert, 

said catheter tube comprising an inner tube portion, defining 
an inner lumen, and an outer tube portion, defining a gas 
lumen, a proximal end of said inner lumen extension tube being 
connected to a distal end of the inner tube portion at a 
joint, a distal end of said inner lumen extension tube being 
connected to a distal end of the balloon membrane and to the 
tip, 

the gas lumen insert comprising a removable elongate body at 
least partially disposed within the gas lumen, said gas lumen 
insert extending beyond the distal end of the outer tube 
portion and overlapping the joint, 

the connector being connected to a proximal end of the 
catheter and having a gas lumen port and an inner lumen port, 
said gas lumen port communicating with said gas lumen and said 
inner lumen port communicating with said inner lumen, said gas 
lumen port being connected to a distal end of the 
extracorporeal tube, the gas lumen insert passing through said 
gas lumen port and said extracoporeal tubing, said coil being 
disposed in the extracorporeal tubing between an inner surface 
of the extracorporeal tubing and an outer surface of the gas 
lumen insert, said gas lumen insert terminating on its 
proximal end in a one-way valve, said extracorporeal tubing 
terminating on its proximal end in a connector for connection 
to said one-way valve. 

14. The intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 13 
wherein the catheter tube is at least partially made from 
polyurethane and the gas lumen insert is at least partially 
made from polyether block amide. 

15. The intra-aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 2 or 
3 or 4 wherein th<> catheter tube is at least partially made 
from polyurethane and the gas lumen insert is at least 
partially made frpm polyether block amide. 
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16. The intra - aort i :: balloon catheter as claimed in claim 5 
wherein the outer t ibe is at least partially made from 
polyurethane and th<5 gas lumen insert is at least partially 
made from polyether block amide. 

17. The intra/aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 1 or 
2 or 3 or 4 yor 5 wherein the gas lumen occupies more than one 
third of tfcfe cross sectional area of the gas lumen. 

18. TheVfnJtra- aortic balloon catheter as claimed in claim 1 or 


half ©f %he cross sectional area of the gas lumen. 

19. A method for insertion of an intra-aortic balloon catheter 
comprising a catheter tube, a balloon membrane, a tip, and a 
gas lumen insert, said catheter tube comprising a gas lumen 
disposed within an outer surface of the catheter tube, a 
proximal end of the balloon membrane is connected to a distal 
end of the catheter tube, a distal end of the balloon membrane 
is connected to the tip, the gas lumen insert comprising a 
removable elongate body at least partially disposed within the 
gas lumen, comprising the steps of: 

a) Percutaneously inserting the catheter into a blood vessel of 
a patient; 

b) Advancing the catheter into the blood vessel to a position 
appropriate for therapy; and 

c) Removing the gas lumen insert from within the gas lumen by 
pulling the gas lumen proximal the catheter. 

20. A method for insertion of an intra-aortic balloon catheter 
comprising a catheter tube, a balloon membrane, a tip, and a 
gas lumen insert, said catheter tube comprising an inner lumen 
and a gas lumen disposed 'within an outer surface of the 
catheter tube, a proximal end of the balloon membrane is 
connected to a distal end of the catheter tube, a distal end 
of the balloon membrane is connected to the tip, the gas lumen 
insert comprising a removable elongate body at least partially 
disposed within the gas lumen, comprising the steps of: 



lumen occupies at least one 
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a) Percutaneously inserting the catheter into a blood vessel of 
a patient; 

b) Advancing the catheter into the blood vessel to a position 
appropriate for therapy; and 

c) Removing the gas lumen insert from within the gas lumen by 
pulling the gas lumen proximal the catheter. 

21. The method as claimed in claim 19 or 20 wherein the gas 
lumen insert occupies more than one third of the cross 
sectional area of the gas lumen. 

22. The method as claimed in claim 19 or 20 wherein the gas 
lumen insert occupies at least one half the cross sectional 
area of the gas lumen. 
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